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Welcome Back to a New School Year!
We are delighted to have welcomed all of our children back after the summer break. It has been a fantastic start to the new academic year, with children settling confidently into their new classes.
You can find updates about your child’s class on the school website under the ‘Classes’ section. The school calendar is also up to date with important upcoming events — please take a moment to review it regularly.

Uniform & Appearance Reminders
At Priory, we take pride in high standards and a strong sense of community. Please ensure the following uniform and appearance guidelines are followed:
Summer & Winter Uniform
· Summer uniform is optional until October half term.
· From after October half term, pupils must wear winter uniform, which includes:
· White shirt and school tie
· Grey skirt or trousers
· Navy blue cardigan or jumper
· Black school shoes or black trainers (no logos or coloured markings)
General Uniform Expectations
· No boots or shoes with heels
· No nail varnish or makeup
· Hair that is shoulder-length or longer must be tied up neatly
· All uniform must be clearly labelled with your child’s name
· Children must wear the correct uniform each day. If not, a phone call home will be made and correct uniform must be brought to school.

P.E. Days
· Buttercups and Bluebells: Wear P.E. kit on Wednesdays and Thursdays
· Daffodils and Sunflowers: Wear school uniform to school and bring P.E. kit to change into at school

Snacks & Drinks
· Children may bring a healthy snack for morning break — such as fruit, vegetables, or plain rice cakes
· Crisps, chocolate, and other unhealthy snacks are not permitted
· All drink bottles must be named and should contain water only, unless otherwise agreed for medical reasons

School Lunches – Important Reminder
Please note that school staff are no longer able to order lunches on behalf of children.
It is crucial that parents and carers order their child’s lunches in advance via the appropriate system to ensure that your child receives a meal they will enjoy.
Ordering in advance helps us:
· Ensure every child gets a meal they will eat
· Minimise food waste
· Support the kitchen team with accurate planning
If you are having any difficulty with the ordering system or need assistance, please contact the school office as soon as possible.

Reporting Absence – Please Call Before 9:00am
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please ensure you contact the school office as early as possible — ideally before 9:00am.
This helps us avoid the need to follow up with families during busy office hours and ensures that your child’s absence is recorded correctly.
There is an answerphone service available outside of office hours, so you can leave a message at any time.
📞 01803328480
Please include your child’s name, class, and the reason for their absence in your message.
Thank you for your cooperation in helping us manage attendance efficiently,sensitively and to allow the school office to run smoothly.

Attendance Matters
At Priory Catholic Primary School, we believe that every day counts. Good attendance is directly linked to children’s progress, wellbeing, and long-term success.
Attendance Expectations
· All children are expected to attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell.
· The national attendance target is 96% or above – we encourage all families to aim for this.
· Punctuality is also vital. The school day starts promptly with registers closing at 9am .
Did You Know?
· 95% attendance = 10 days of learning missed per year
· 90% attendance = 4 weeks missed — that's nearly half a term
· Being just 5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 full days of lost learning in a school year
Holidays During Term Time
Holidays during term time will not be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. Unauthorised absences may result in a penalty notice.
Help Us Support Good Attendance
· Let us know before 9:00am if your child is absent due to illness
· Try to book medical appointments outside school hours
· Talk to us if you're facing any barriers to regular attendance — we're here to help
Together, we can ensure that all our children make the most of their learning opportunities.

Careers and Aspirations Fayre – Volunteers Wanted!
After half term, we will be hosting a Careers and Aspirations Fayre to inspire our pupils and broaden their understanding of the world of work.
We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to come in and talk to the children about their career or job role. This is a wonderful opportunity to help our pupils learn about different professions, ask questions, and begin thinking about their own futures.
Whether you’re in healthcare, construction, hospitality, science, engineering, the arts, public services, or any other field — we’d love to hear from you!
If you’re interested in taking part, please get in touch with the school office:
📧 admin@priory-primary.torbay.sch.uk
📞 01803328480
Thank you for helping us raise aspirations!

🌟 Become a School Governor at Priory Catholic Primary School 🌟
We are currently looking for enthusiastic and committed individuals to join our Governing Body.
As a school governor, you will play a vital role in shaping the future of our school, supporting our leadership team, and helping ensure the best outcomes for all our children.
What does a School Governor do?
· Provides strategic guidance and oversight
· Supports and challenges the Headteacher and staff
· Helps monitor educational performance and school finances
· Upholds the school’s vision, ethos, and values
Who can become a governor?
You don’t need to be a parent or have an educational background — just a willingness to contribute your time, skills, and ideas. Training and support will be provided.
This is a fantastic opportunity to:
· Give back to the local community
· Develop new skills and experience
· Be part of a passionate, purposeful team
Interested?
To express your interest or find out more, please email:
📧 admin@priory-primary.torbay.sch.uk
Or speak to Mrs Maskell directly — we’d love to hear from you!




Thank you for your continued support as always
Mrs Maskell and The Priory Team
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